Impact of a latex policy on an acute NHS hospital: an audit.
A latex policy was introduced in 1999 in a large, acute UK hospital. To audit the impact of the policy. Semi-structured interview of the managers of 40 wards between April 2001 and July 2002. A policy was available on only 26 (65%) of the wards. Compliance with the policy was limited to 20 (50%) wards. Compliance with the policy was low in the hospital. Staff and patients are being unnecessarily exposed to the hazard of latex.